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curiosity. On the way back, I must, after leaving Hillah, see Abu 
Habba again, and Tel Ibrahim. We have bearings from every tel 
visited, and, in nearly every case, photographs. . . ." 

W. H. Ward. 



EXCAVATION OF A MOUND IN TENNESSEE. 
To the Editor of the American Journal of Archceohgy : 

Sir : The mound opened by the Assistant of the Bureau of Ethnology, 
of which you request a brief notice, -is situated in Monroe county, Ten- 
nessee, near Little Tennessee river. The dimensions are as follows : 
Length, 220 feet ; width, 184 feet ; and 14 feet in height at the highest 
point. 

It was thoroughly explored by Mr. John W. Emmert and found to 
contain ninety-one skeletons, at all depths from two to nine feet, lying 
in every conceivable direction, but, with few exceptions, stretched out 
horizontally. 

At the depth of nine feet he came upon a bed of sand, yellow and 
slightly mixed with cjay, and packed very hard: no skeletons were 
found in or below this. Near the centre and about six inches below the 
surface of the mound, he came upon a circular layer of hard-burnt 
clay, about six feet in diameter and one foot thick. Immediately below 
this were found four alternate layers of ashes and hard-burnt clay, 
depressed in the centre (saucer-shaped), and curving upward to the sur- 
face, so that the lowest was twelve feet in diameter. About three and a 
half feet below this was another circular layer of red burned clay. 
Layers of skeletons were found below the last mentioned clay bed, some 
of them lying directly on it, with charcoal and ashes around them, though 
the bones were uncharred. By most of the skeletons were found one or 
more articles, as a pot, celt, or discoidal stone. 

The following is a list of the articles which were obtained and are now 
in the collection of the Bureau of Ethnology : 5 shell masks, 3 engraved 
shells, some dozens of shell pins, hundreds of perforated marine shells, 
between one and two gallons of shell beads of three different varieties, 
9 discoidal stones, 2 polished celts, some dozens of spear and arrow 
heads, 2 carved stone pipes, 4 stone gorgets, 5 hardened clay balls, 6 
bone implements, 26 clay vessels, mostly pots, one in the shape of a 
moccasin ; and 4 copper rattles. These rattles are simply small bells, 
resembling sleigh-bells in every respect, but the rattles in them are shell 
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beads and small pebbles. These and the moccasin -shaped pot were 
found by the side of the skeleton (No. 66) of a child, at a depth of four 
feet. 

With some of the skeletons were found indications of the presence of 
wood, as though they had been covered or surrounded with wood in 
some form. 

Cyrus Thomas. 

Washington, D. C, April 25th, 1885. 



MEMORANDUM ON THE MOUNDS AT SATSUMA AND ENTERPRISE, 

FLORIDA. 1 

Having an opportunity, recently, of visiting the celebrated shell mound 
at Old Enterprise on Lake Monroe, I availed myself of it in order to 
satisfy my curiosity in regard to certain points connected with its con- 
struction. In this examination I developed certain facts which seem 
worthy of being put on record, as they will to some extent modify the 
inferences, in regard to the construction of these mounds, which might be 
drawn from the admirable monograph of Wyman. 

It will be understood, of course, that my remarks relate only to the 
particular mounds which I have examined, though perhaps they may 
prove of wider application. 

The present state of the mound at Old Enterprise is one of dilapida- 
tion. Man erected it and man is digging it up and carrying away its 
materials. It is situated on land belonging to the De Bary estate and is 
fenced in, but the material is used in fertilizing orange groves and mak- 
ing shell walks ; and, by the owners, or with their permission, probably 
two-thirds of the mound has been carted away. The work of destruction, 
at all events, gives an excellent section of the mound down to its very 
foundations, and however deplorable it may be on other grounds was 
certainly a great help to me in determining its structure. 

The mound is smaller than Wyman's frontispiece would lead one to 
believe, a misconception which has been brought about unintentionally 
by the artist, and which might have been remedied by putting a human 
figure in the foreground. Though it has extended about one hundred 
and fifty feet along the lake shore, its width at right angles to that direc- 
tion could not have exceeded fifty feet, and was probably less. The 
margins were originally so steep as to be difficult to scale except by the 

1 Communicated by permission of the Director of the Survey, Major J. W. Powell. 



